Saint Anne's Chertsey & The Holy Family Addlestone
Applying for your child to be Baptised
Applications from August 2025 until 31** October 2025

Baptism Preparation Programme November 2026:

We have generated an extra Baptismal Preparation Course because so many parents
have applied to the parish offices and both churches. Please remember that you
must worship either in this parish of St Anne Chertsey or this parish of Holy Family
Addlestone on a regular basis to apply for your child’s baptism.

As parents you are requested, please, to attend and to participate in two catechetical
sessions in Church and you will be asked to present your child for prayers during
Sunday mass, where the parish welcomes and prays for your child and family.

At the time of applying for your child we will require accurate details of the date and
place of your own parental baptism: the certificate will be copied or shown to Parish
Priest and parish secretary/administrator (Nicky). This is the first way and the usual
way of seeking the assurance that your child will be brought up in the Catholic Faith.
Discussing with the parish priest is where we all begin if you are a family seeking to
join the Catholic Church. We look forward to welcoming you and helping your faith
journey. That’s what we do! That’s what we are here for as a parish community.

The catechetical sessions of the preparation programme are the way we develop
and support your commitment and understanding of how you will support your
child to grow in the faith. There is always some preparation for parents whether
they are baptising their first child, or their later children, because the relationship
between each child, the family and the life of the parish community is at the heart
of bringing up children in the Christian faith.

Each child is provided with godparents or ‘sponsors’ who are the faithful signs of the
Christian Community supporting the child’s religious development. It is usual
nowadays for parents to choose godparents for their child: the Church asks that at
least one godparent chosen is baptised and confirmed Catholic and living their own
life of faith. All godparents are baptised. All Christian witnesses are baptised.

Over leaf is the timetable of catechetical sessions this winter. If you have applied by
315t October, you go into this November’s catechesis. If you apply from 1t November
2025 we will arrange Baptism preparation during January and February 2026.

Mums and Dads: thank you for applying & preparing your children for their Baptism.

Parish Office 10 Highfield Road KT16 8BU with Parish Office Ongar Hill Addlestone:
chertsey@abdiocese.org.uk : Fr Graham Forristalle SDB parish safeguarding reps:
sgl.chertsey@abdiocese.org.uk sgl.addlestone@abdiocese.org.uk

These parishes are part of the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton: Registered Charity No. 252878
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FOR THOSE PARENTS WHO HAVE ALREADY APPLIED FOR BAPTISM

First pair of sessions of Catechesis: Tuesday 4" November 6pm in
Holy Family Church, Spinney Oak, Ongar Hill Addlestone KT15 1BP
then Thursday 6" November 6pm same Church.

Second pair of sessions of Catechesis: Friday afternoon 7t
November 4.30-5.30pm Saint Anne’s Church Chertsey in the Church
itself then Sunday afternoon 16" November 4.00pm-5.pm same
Church.

Third pair of sessions of Catechesis: Wednesday evening 12t
November 6pm in Holy Family Church, Spinney Oak, Ongar Hill
Addlestone then next evening Thursday 13" November 6pm same
church.

You must attend both sessions and present your child at Sunday
masses for prayers: only then can our parishes offer you a date for
Baptism. There will be set blocks of time for booking in your family
baptism during November/December/January.

If you can attend the First Session of one of the three programmes
and the Second Session at another, that is just fine- even if you are
at one church for the first and the other church for the second.

We register your attendance at the sessions before we approach
you for selecting the date for your child’s baptism and entering the
date into parish diaries.

The parishes provide the gift of the baptismal candle, and we can
allow you the use on the day of ‘baptismal garments’ (shawls) since
we keep them in store. We can even help research godparents from
the parish community if you are stuck!

There is no official fee for Baptism, nor for the certificate, which is
the record from Parish Register. We simply ask that you please make
an offering for the clergy and the amount is entirely up to you.

In Saint Anne’s if you wish for the use of the Savio St Anne’s Centre
following the Baptism, to be with your family and friends, we ask
you to sign an agreement, and please to make an offering to the
parish church.

These preparations November 2025 are for applications already
made. Applying during November we move you into the January
programme.



