ASSISTED SUICIDE

o The NHS is in crisis

Perception v. Reality
* Disabled people are struggling N
to access proper care
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The elderly are being stripped of Physical painis RSN SUASNA R St

e ann voaon Good palliative care can manage pain very effectively.
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PERCEPTION: | An assisted death is not peaceful and painless.

Assisted suicide According to experts, the adverse effects of the lethal drugs used

is needed to | “include vomiting, myoclonus [muscle spasms] and a prolonged dying
guarantee | process of'up to 47 hours”.

a painless Anaesthesiologist Dr Joel Zivot says: “| am quite certain that assisted
death | suicide is not painless or peaceful or dignified...In the majority of

cases, it is a very painful death.”®
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Safeguards are progressively ignored and removed

Any assisted : . : g _
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We know that assisted suicide laws in other jurisdictions nwﬁﬁwﬁwﬁa .« California cut waiting periods from 15 days to 48 hours.

have h i - = Oregon has relaxed requirements on waiting times and residency
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disabled and marginalised.

REALITY:
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Assisted dyin |« People in Canada have qualified for assisted suicide because of
mﬂ—g rm>—umm>.—.m_u~um >mm_m|_..mc wc_o_cm W__l—l would be m< s homelessness, poverty or disability. Elsewhere, people with

free choice - autism, anorexia, dementia and depression have qualified.

for people of | « Belgium and the Netherlands permit the non-voluntary euthanasia

sound mind g of children. Reports up to 2010 show that between 7%- 9% of all
i infant deaths involved euthanasia by lethal injection.?
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oo Legalisation - Since legalisation in 2017, all suicides among older people in
would reduce Victoria, Australia, increased by over 50%#
suicide rates = A 2015 study found that assisted suicide was linked to a 6.3%

increase in total suicides and a 14.3% increase in the over 65s?



